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SYNGPSIS OF TWELFTH NIGHT-

FOLLOW ALONG

When twins Viola and Sebastian are shipwrecked and separated
on the shores of lllyria, Viola disguises herself as a young man named
Cesario to survive. In her new identity, she becomes a trusted companion
to Duke Orsino, who pines for the mourning Lady Olivia. Orsino sends
Cesario to woo Olivia on his behalf, but complications arise when Olivia
falls in love with Cesario instead—unaware that he is really Viola in
disguise. Viola, meanwhile, struggles with her own growing affection for
Orsino, caught in a tangled web of mistaken identities and unspoken
desires.

Amid this romantic confusion, a mischievous subplot unfolds:
Olivia's household conspires to trick her pompous steward, Malvolio,
into believing she loves him. The result is comic chaos filled with
forged letters, yellow stockings, and misplaced pride. As disguises
unravel and truths come to light, Sebastian’s unexpected arrival brings
resolution, reuniting the siblings and restoring harmony. Twelfth Night
is Shakespeare’s joyous exploration of love, identity, and the delightful
folly of human nature.



DIRECTOR'S NOTES

Welcome to our production of William Shakespeare’s Twelfth
Night. Our production places Shakespeare's exploration of gender,
disguise and desire within the cultural framework of 1920’s New Orleans
Louisiana. An enigmatic city filled with piety, debauchery, and duality of

identity.

Shakespeare’s play drew inspiration from the traditional celebration
of The Feast of the Epiphany, a religious festival that was also a time
of inversion, misrule, and topsy-turvy antics. A moment in the year
when social norms get overturned, disguises blur boundaries, and love

appears in unexpected places.

This play is unique in Shakespeare’s canon in that it dives deeply
into the strikingly contemporary topics of gender fluidity, identity, and
presentation. All of which are deeply human attributes that remain at
the forefront of our cultural conversations today. The play invites us
to question our own sense of cultivated identity through characters
that experience self-discovery through spontaneous and unanticipated

revelations.

| believe the play asks us as observers to question whether or not we

are able to deconstruct our self-imposed sense of self and acknowledge
our true desires even if they might be a bit unexpected or unforeseen.
As you watch tonight | invite you to listen to the jazz in Shakespeare'’s
language, to see the freedom in the characters transformations, and to
reflect on your own journey of self-discovery.

As they would say in The French Quarter:

‘Laissez les bons temps rouler!’ (Let the good times roll!)

Alex Piper, Director
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