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Director’s Notes:
We are very excited to use the ancient Greek combination of  words, music, 

and movement to present a work by a master of  classical tragedy, Euripides.   

Our play, Medea, begins as the legendary romance between Medea and 
her heroic husband, Jason, is coming to a decidedly unromantic end.  The 
romance began during Jason’s perilous quest to obtain a priceless artifact, 
the golden fleece.  On his quest, he was faced with many life-threatening 
obstacles.  Medea, a foreign princess, fell maniacally in love with Jason 
and used her magical powers to help him obtain the fleece.  Her love cost 
her a lot:  she betrayed her father and murdered her own brother to help 
Jason escape with the prize.  Jason rewarded Medea by marrying her 
and whisking her back to Greece, the cradle of  civilization. 
 
Years later, Jason and Medea have settled into life in the Greek city 
of  Corinth.  They are married with two children when Jason chooses 
to leave Medea for a younger woman who can help his career.  Jason 
expects Medea to eventually accept his decision and go quietly into 
an uncertain future alone.  After all, she is only a woman.  What 
can she do?

The answer to this question is what has captivated audiences for 2,452 
years.  Euripides takes us inside Medea’s passion and suffering.  Some 
aspect of  her being will not allow her to capitulate.  She takes the path 
toward exacting a nearly unimaginable revenge that will hurt her as 
much as it will hurt her husband.  She is willing to destroy herself  to 
take him down with her.    
She says,

“I know what I am doing is wrong,

But the rage of  my heart is stronger than my reason – 

That is the cause of  all men’s foulest crimes.”

We live in a time in which rage leads people to make choices that 

are counter to their best interests.  In America in 2021, the rage 
often has no logical or even discernable source.  Although we 
may disagree vehemently with Medea’s choices, we can at 
least understand what drives her to make them.  In any case, 
the behavior that results from blind rage leads to nothing 
good. There is no victory.  When it is all over, all we can 
do is survey the damage.  In a real sense, that is the 

meaning of  the word “tragedy.” 

Sincerely,
Quinton Cockrell

About the 
Playwright

One of  the greatest and most influential 
of  the Greek tragedians, Euripides, is said 
to have produced 92 plays, the first of  which 
appeared in 455 B.C.  His major works include 

The Bacchae, Orestes, The Trojan Women, 
and Medea.
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Setting: A courtyard in the home of Jason and Medea in Corinth, Greece
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There will be one ten-minute intermission

The Kennedy Center American College Theater Festival, part of the Rubenstein Arts Access Program, is generously funded by
David M. Rubenstein.

Special thanks to The Harold and Mimi Steinberg Charitable Trust for supporting the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts’ Kennedy Center American College Theater Festival.

Additional support is provided by The Honorable Stuart Bernstein and Wilma E. Bernstein; and the Dr. Gerald and Paula McNichols Foundation.

Kennedy Center education and related artistic programming is made possible through the generosity of the National Committee for the Performing Arts.

This production is entered in the Kennedy Center American College Theater Festival (KCACTF). The aims of this national theater education program are to identify and promote quality in college-level theater 
production. To this end, each production entered is eligible for a response by a regional KCACTF representative, and selected students and faculty are invited to participate in KCACTF programs involving 

scholarships, internships, grants and awards for actors, directors, dramaturgs, playwrights, designers, stage managers and critics at both the regional and national levels.

Productions entered on the Participating level are eligible for invitation to the KCACTF regional festival and may also be considered for national awards recognizing outstanding achievement in production, 
design, direction and performance.

Last year more than 1,500 productions were entered in the KCACTF involving more than 200,000 students nationwide. By entering this production, our theater department is sharing in the KCACTF goals to 
recognize, reward, and celebrate the exemplary work produced in college and university theaters across the nation.
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