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EDUCATION

Ph.D., Economics, George Mason University, 1993
M.A., Economics, George Mason University, 1992  
B.S., Economics, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, 1987

FIELDS: Public Choice, Constitutional Economics, Market Process Economics
CURRENT RESEARCH INTERESTS: Weather Impacts, Regulation (Environmental and
Energy), News Media and News Bias, Academic Research Market

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Charles G. Koch Professor of Economics, Manuel H. Johnson Center for Political
Economy, Troy University, August 2011 - present
Coordinator, M.A. in Economics, May 2016 - present
Interim Director, Manuel H. Johnson Center, August 2017 - August 2018
Director, Manuel H. Johnson Center, August 2018 - October 2020

Department of Economics & Finance, University of Texas - Pan American 
Associate Professor, August 2006 - May 2011

Department of Economics, University of Oklahoma
Associate Professor, July 2002 - August 2006
Graduate Program Director, Economics, May 2001 - July 2006
Assistant Professor, May 1998 - June 2002
Visiting Assistant Professor, August 1995 - May 1998

Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of Economics, Old Dominion University,
August 1994 - May 1995

Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of Economics, Northern Michigan
University, August 1993 - May 1994

OTHER POSITIONS, RESPONSIBILITIES

Affiliated Senior Scholar, The Heartland Institute, 2016-present.
Senior Affiliated Scholar, Mercatus Center, George Mason University, 2007-2018.
Graduate Director, Department of Economics, University of Oklahoma 2001-2006.

Adjunct Scholar, Oklahoma Council of Public Affairs, 1999-2006.
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EDITORIAL SERVICE

Editorial Board, American Journal of Economics and Sociology, 2010 - 2012.

Co-editor, symposium on Hurricane Katrina, Southern Economic Journal, Volume 74,
Number 2, October 2007.

Co-editor, special issue on Hurricane Katrina, Journal of Business Valuation and
Economic Loss Analysis, Volume 4, Issue 2, 2009.

Editor, special issue on measuring the contribution of heterodox research,
American Journal of Economics and Sociology, Volume 71, Number 5, 2012.

Guest co-editor, special issue on entrepreneurship and economic freedom, American
Journal of Entrepreneurship, Volume 6, Number 1, June 2013.

Guest editor, special issue on local economic development, prosperity, and
economic freedom, The Review of Regional Studies, Volume 48, Number 1, May 2018.

BOOKS

Economic and Societal Impacts of Tornadoes, with Kevin M. Simmons, American
Meteorological Society Press, 2011.

Deadly Season: Analyzing the 2011 Tornado Outbreaks, with Kevin M. Simmons,
American Meteorological Society Press, 2012.

Different but Equal: Documenting the Contribution of Dissident Scholars, edited,
Wiley/Blackwell, 2012.

Improving Lives in Alabama: A Vision for Economic Freedom and Prosperity, editor,
Manuel H. Johnson Center for Political Economy, 2015.

CITATIONS

From Google Scholar, as of July 2021: 2,902 (1,219 since 2016).

PUBLICATIONS IN REFEREED JOURNAL ARTICLES

110.  “Why Are Blood Centers Not Celebrating their Success in Meeting the Blood
Needs of the United States?” Journal of Blood Service Economics, forthcoming.

109.  “Private Protection Agencies and Infectious Diseases,” Journal of Private
Enterprise, forthcoming.

108. “Property Rights and Resource Use: Evidence from MLB Starting Pitchers,”
with Marc Poitras, Applied Economics, forthcoming.

107.  “The Political Economy of Targeted Economic Development Incentives,” with
Matthew Mitchell and Scott Eastman, The Review of Regional Studies, 48(1): 1-9,
2018.

106.  “Is There a Tradeoff Between Economic Development Incentives and Economic



Freedom?  Evidence from the US States,” with John Dove, The Review of Regional
Studies, 48(1): 55-69, 2018.
 
105.  “The Blockchain and Increasing Cooperative Efficacy,” with Malavika Nair,
The Independent Review, 22(4): 529-550, 2018.

104.  “Coordination in Disaster: Nonprice Learning and the Allocation of
Resources After Natural Disasters, with Daniel Smith, Review of Austrian
Economics, 30(4): 469-492, 2017 (DOI: 10.1007/s11138-016-0369-5).

103.  “Voter Preferences, Institutions, and Economic Freedom,” with George R.
Crowley and John A. Dove, Contemporary Economic Policy, 35(1): 76-92, 2017.

102.  “Propagandistic Research and the U.S. Department of Energy: Energy
Efficiency in Ordinary Life and Renewables in Electricity Production,” Econ
Journal Watch, 14(1): 103-120, 2017.

101.  “Mastery versus Profit Maximization for the Entrepreneur: How Crony
Policies Shape Business,” with G. P. Manish, Journal of Entrepreneurship and
Public Policy, 5(1): 95-112, 2016.

100.  “State of Knowledge of Economic Value of Current and Improved Hurricane
Forecasts,” with Bradley T. Ewing, Journal of Business Valuation and Economic
Loss Analysis, 11(1): 45-64, 2016.

99.  “Liberalism in India,” with G. P. Manish, Shruti Rajagoplan, and Lawrence
H. White, Econ Journal Watch, 12(3): 432-459, 2015.

98.  “Fatality Prediction for the 2001 Tornado Season Based on Historical Extreme
Weather Data,” with Kevin M. Simmons, Natural Hazards Review, 15(3),DOI
10.1061/(ASCE)NH.1527-6996.0000144, 0401405, 2014.

97.  “Preparing for Danger: On the Impact of Tornado Watches on Tornado
Casualties,” with Kevin M. Simmons, International Journal of Mass Emergencies and
Disasters, 32(1): 1-25, 2014.

96.  “Economic Analysis of Tornado Warning Systems,” with Jamie Kruse, Jeffrey
K. Lazo, Erwann Michel-Kerjan, and Kevin M. Simmons, International Journal of
Mass Emergencies and Disasters, 31(3): 409-419, 2013.

95.  “Individual and Household Response to Tornadoes,” with Michael Lindell and
Joseph Trainor, International Journal of Mass Emergencies and Disasters, 31(3):
373-383, 2013.

94.  “Normalized Tornado Damage in the United States: 1950-2011,” with Kevin M.
Simmons and Roger A. Pielke, Jr., Environmental Hazards, 12(2): 132-147, 2013.

93.  “Entrepreneurship and the Link Between Economic Freedom and Growth,” with
Scott Beaulier, American Journal of Entrepreneurship, 6(1): 1-10, 2013.

92.  “Response and Recovery from the Joplin Tornado: Lessons Applied and Lessons
Learned,” with Daniel J. Smith, Independent Review, 18(2): 165-188, 2013.

91.  “Broadcast Meteorology and the Supply of Weather Forecasts: An Exploration,”
Journal of Economics and Finance, 37(3): 463-477, 2013.

90.  “Technology and the Architecture of Emergent Orders,” with Scott Beaulier



and Daniel Smith, Studies in Emergent Order, 5: 157-176, 2012.

89.  “Different But Equal? On the Contributions of Dissident Economists,”
American Journal of Economics and Sociology, 71(5): 1143-1156, 2012.

88.  “The 2011 Tornadoes and the Future of Tornado Research,” with Kevin M.
Simmons, Bulletin of the American Meteorological Society, 93(7): 959-961, 2012.

87.  “Is the Media Liberal?  An Indirect Test Using Newsmagazine Circulation,”
Applied Economics, 44: 3521-3532, 2012.

86.  “Mechanisms of Liberal Bias in the News Media versus the Academy,”
Independent Review, 16(3): 399-415, 2012.

85.  “The Perils of Preaching to the Choir?  Austrian Economics Journals and
Exchanges with the Economics Profession,” Quarterly Journal of Austrian
Economics, 14(3): 376-394, 2011.

84.  “Culture, Economics, and Recovery from Natural Disaster,” Studies in
Emergent Order, 4: 18-30, 2011.

83.  “An Analysis of Coastal and Inland Fatalities in Landfalling U.S.
Hurricanes,” with Jeffrey Czajkowski and Kevin M. Simmons, Natural Hazards,
59(3): 1513-1531, 2011.

82.  “Does the Lack of a Profit Motive Affect Hiring in Academe?  Evidence from
the Market for Lawyers,” with Rex J. Pjesky, American Journal of Economics and
Sociology, 70(4): 1053-1084, 2011.

81.  “The ‘Liberal’ Media or Customer Preferences?” Applied Economics, 43:47-52,
2011.

80.  “On the Economic Nature of Crop Production Decisions Using the Oklahoma
Mesonet,” with Kimberly E. Klockow and Renee A. McPherson, Weather, Climate and
Society, 2:224-236, 2010.

79.  “The Time Cost of Tornado Warnings and the Savings with Storm Based
Warnings,” with Somer Erickson, Weather, Climate and Society, 2:103-112, 2010.

78.  “Weak Feedback and Minimal Differentiation in Research Spontaneous Orders:
Consequences and Responses,” Studies in Emergent Order, 3:129-148, 2010.

77.  “Do People Respond to Low Probability Risks?  Evidence from Tornado Risk and
Manufactured Homes,” with Marc Poitras, Journal of Risk and Uncertainty, 40:181-
196, 2010.

76.  “Tornado Fatalities and Mobile Homes in the United States,” with Kevin M.
Simmons, Natural Hazards, 53(1):125-137, 2010.

75.  “Public Sector Quality Assurance and Building Codes,” Journal of Public
Finance and Public Choice, 27(2-3): 155-169, 2009.

74.  “An Economic Analysis of Wind Resistant Construction,” with Dakshina DeSilva
and Jamie Brown Kruse, Journal of Wind Engineering and Industrial Aerodynamics,
97:113-119, 2009.

73.  “Fantasy Football and Managerial Economics,” with Jennifer Logan,



International Journal of Information and Operations Management Education,
3(2):93-103, 2009.

72. “What Drives Television Weather Coverage?” with David Flores, Environmental
Hazards, 8(4): 278-290, 2009.
 
71.  “The Market, the Firm and the Economics Profession,” at American Journal of
Economics and Sociology, 68(5):1041-1061, 2009.

70.  “Advertiser Pressure and Control of the News: The Decline of Muckraking
Revisited, with Marc Poitras, Journal of Economic Behavior and Organization,
72:944-958, 2009.

69.  “False Alarms, Tornado Warnings, and Tornado Casualties,” with Kevin M.
Simmons, Weather, Climate and Society, 1(1):38-53, 2009.

68.  “Businesses and Hurricanes: A Review of Research and Overview of the Special
Issue,” with Bradley T. Ewing and Jamie Brown Kruse, Journal of Business
Valuation and Economic Loss Analysis, 4(2): Article 1, 2009.

67.  “On the Comparative Performance of Spontaneous Orders: Academic Economics
Research vs. the Market Economy,” Studies in Emergent Order, 2:19-37, 2009.

66.  “Political Economy and Natural Hazards Mitigation: State Incentives for
Tornado Shelters,” with Eric Stephenson, Journal of Public Finance and Public
Choice, 25:77-92, 2008.

65.  “Manufactured Home Building Regulations and the February 2, 2007 Florida
Tornadoes,” with Kevin M. Simmons, Natural Hazards, 46:415-425, 2008. 

64.  “Tornado Warnings, Lead Times and Tornado Casualties: An Empirical
Investigation,” with Kevin M. Simmons, Weather and Forecasting, 23(3):246-258,
2008.

63.  “Mitigation Motivated by Past Experience: Prior Hurricanes and Damages,”
with Nicole Cornell Sadowski, Ocean and Coastal Management, 51:303-313, 2008.

62.  “Comments on ‘Low Level Winds in Tornadoes and Potential Catastrophic
Tornado Impacts in Urban Areas,” with Harold E. Brooks and Charles A. Doswell
III, Bulletin of the American Meteorological Society, 89(1):87-90, 2008.

61.  “Political Hierarchies and Political Shirking,” with Marc Poitras, Journal
of Economic Behavior and Organization, 65:334-356, 2008.

60.  “Tornado Shelters and the Manufactured Home Parks Market,” with Kevin M.
Simmons, Natural Hazards, 43(3):365-378, 2007.

59.  “Tornado Shelters and the Housing Market,” with Kevin M. Simmons,
Construction Management and Economics, 25(11):1119-1126, 2007.

58.  “Casket Sales Restrictions and the Funeral Market,” Journal of Law,
Economics and Policy, 3(2):219-240, 2007.

57.  “Hurricanes and Economic Research: An Introduction to the Hurricane Katrina
Symposium,” with Bradley T. Ewing and Jamie Brown Kruse, Southern Economic
Journal, 74(2):315-325, 2007.



56.  “Austrian Economics and the Market Test Reconsidered,” Quarterly Journal of
Austrian Economics, 10(1):49-62, 2007.

55.  “External Influences on Economic Reform: Reform as a Regional Public Good,”
with Kevin Grier, European Journal of Political Economy, 23:660-673, 2007.

54.  “The Economic Value of Hurricane Forecasts: An Overview and Research Needs,”
with David Letson and Jeffrey K. Lazo, Natural Hazards Review, 8(3):78-86, 2007.

53.  “Where Would Adam Smith Publish Today?  The Near Absence of Math-free
Research in Top Journals,” with Rex J. Pjesky, Econ Journal Watch, 4(2):230-240,
2007.

52.  “Improvements in Tornado Warnings and Tornado Casualties,” with Kevin M.
Simmons, International Journal of Mass Emergencies and Disasters,24(3):351-369,
2006.

51.  “Media Scrutiny and the Quality of Public Officials,” Public Choice, 129:25-
40, 2006.

50.  “Direct Estimation of the Cost Effectiveness of Tornado Shelters, with Kevin
M. Simmons, Risk Analysis, 26(4):945-954.

49.  “Blowing in the Wind: A Synthesis of Research on Tornado Safety,” Midwestern
Business and Economic Review, 36:1-5,2005.

48.  “Hurricane Fatalities and Hurricane Damages: Are Safer Hurricanes More
Damaging?” with Nicole Cornell Sadowski, Southern Economic Journal, 72(2):422-
432, 2005.

47.  “WSR-88D Radar, Tornado Warnings, and Tornado Casualties,” with Kevin M.
Simmons, Weather and Forecasting, 20(3):301-310, 2005.

46.  “State Regulations and E-Commerce: The Case for Internet Casket Sales in
Oklahoma,” Journal of Private Enterprise, 20(2):25-40, 2005.

45.  “Protection from Nature’s Fury:  An Analysis of Fatalities and Injuries from
F5 Tornadoes,” with Kevin M. Simmons, Natural Hazards Review, 6(2):82-87, 2005.

44.  “Conflict, Cooperation and Competition in Anarchy,” with Tyler Cowen, Review
of Austrian Economics, 18(1):109-115, 2005.

43.  “The Determinants of Tornado Casualties and the Benefits of Tornado
Shelters,” with David Merrell and Kevin M. Simmons, Land Economics, 81(1):87-99,
2005.

42.  “Policy Reversal: An Analysis of Senate Voting on the Endangered Species
Act,” with Edward Lopez, Social Science Quarterly, 85(4):891-912, 2004.

41.  “Newspaper Quality, Pulitzer Prizes and Newspaper Circulation,” with Brian
Logan, Atlantic Economic Journal, 32(2):100-112.

40.  “News Media Incentives, Coverage of Government and the Growth of
Government,” The Independent Review, 8(4):549-567, 2004.

39. “Durable Constitutional Rules and Rent Seeking,” Public Finance Review,
31(4):413-428, 2003.



38. “Detecting and Correcting Election Fraud,” Eastern Economic Journal,
29(3):433-451, 2003.

37. “The Taxman Cometh: Constitutional Principles for Tax Enforcement,” with Lee
Coppock, Constitutional Political Economy, 14(2):107-118, 2003.

36. “NCAA Scholarship Limits and Competitive Balance in College Football,” with
Stephen Winkler, Journal of Sports Economics, 4(1):3-18, 2003.

35.  “The Political Economy of Automobile Safety Inspections,” with Marc Poitras, 
Public Choice, 113(3-4):367-387, 2002.

34.  “The Market for Tornado Safety: Analysis of Applications to the Oklahoma
Saferoon Initiative,” with David Merrell and Kevin M. Simmons, Journal of
Economics, 28(1):35-50, 2002.

33.  “Advertising and Political Bias in the Media,” American Journal of Economics
and Sociology, 61(3):725-745, 2002.

32.  “The Democratic Efficiency Debate and Definitions of Political Equilibrium,”
Review of Austrian Economics, 15(2/3):199-209, 2002.

31.  “Taking Shelter: Estimating the Safety Benefits of Tornado Saferooms,” with
David Merrell and Kevin M. Simmons, Weather and Forecasting, 17:619-625, 2002.

30.  “Constitutional Prohibitions in a Rent Seeking Model,” Public Choice,
111:105-125, 2002.

29.  “Policy Ineffectiveness or Offsetting Behavior?  An Analysis of Vehicle
Safety Inspections,” with Marc Poitras, Southern Economic Journal, 68(4):922-934,
2002.

28.  “Searching for Cincinnatus: Representatives’ Backgrounds and Voting
Behavior,” with Rex Pjesky, Atlantic Economic Journal, 30(1):74-86, 2002.

27.  “Can the Media be so Liberal?  The Economics of Ideological Media Bias,”
Cato Journal, 20(3):431-451, 2001.

26.  “The Social Costs of Media Feeding Frenzies,” International Journal of
Social Economics, 28(9):742-751, 2001.

25.  “Enhancing Efficiency or Crying over Spilled Milk: The Benefits from
Reform,” with Marc Poitras, Public Choice, 105(1-2):23-40, 2000.

24.  “A Game-Theoretic Model of the Coup D'État,” Economics and Politics,
12(2):205-223, 2000.
 
23.  “A Test of the Structure of PAC Contracts: An Analysis of House Votes on Gun
Control in the 1980s,” with Joseph McGarrity, Southern Economic Journal,
67(1):41-63, 2000.

22.  “The Transition from Authoritarian Rule: A Game Theoretic Approach,” Journal
of Theoretical Politics, 12(1):67-89, 2000.

21.  “Externalities in the Economic Theory of Regulation,” Journal of Public
Finance and Public Choice, 17(2/3):129-136, 1999.



20.  “The Costs of Cooperation,” (with Tyler Cowen), Review of Austrian
Economics, 12:161-173, 1999.

19.  “Discretionary Policy Implementation and Reform,” Journal of Economic
Behavior and Organization, 39:249-262, 1999.

18.  “Polticians’ Motives in the Rent Seeking Society,” Managerial Finance,
25(3/4):38-52, 1999.

17.  “When are Stable Rights to Rents Bad?” Public Choice, 98(1-2):29-41, 1999.

16.  “The Effectiveness of Vehicle Safety Inspection: An Analysis Using Panel
Data,” with David Merrell and Marc Poitras, Southern Economic Journal, 65(3):571-
583, 1999.

15.  “Legitimacy and Military Intervention in a Democracy: Civilian Government
as a Public Good," American Journal of Economics and Sociology, 58(1):129-143,
1999.

14.  “Why Only Nixon Could Go To China,” with Tyler Cowen, Public Choice, 97:605-
615, 1998.

13.  “Calculation of Self-Interest and Constitutional Consent: The Role of
Ideology,” Constitutional Political Economy, 9(4):323-333, 1998.

12.  “Leviathan at Bay: Constitutional versus Political Constraints on
Government,” Economic Inquiry, 36(4):670-678, 1998.

11.  “Constitutions and the Growth of Government,” Journal of Economic Behavior
and Organization, 34:29-42, 1998.

10.  “Politics and the Pursuit of Fame,” with Tyler Cowen, Public Choice, 93:19-
35, 1997.

9.  “The Efficiency Gains from Deregulation,” with Marc Poitras, Journal of
Regulatory Economics, 12(1):81-89, 1997.

8.  “Enforcing Constitutional Constraints,” Constitutional Political Economy,
8(2):139-150, 1997.

7.  “Public Goods, Indivisible Goods, and Market Failure,” Economics and
Politics, 8(2):133-143, 1996.

6.  “The Political Economy of Tianamen Square,” with Gary Shiu, Rationality and
Society, 8(3):325-342, 1996.

5.  “Constitutions and Collective Action,” Journal of Public Finance and Public
Choice, 13(2/3):161-166, 1995.

4.  “Constitutional Politics Within the Interest Group Model,” Constitutional
Political Economy, 6(2):127-137, 1995.

3.  “Settling Old Scores: Potholes Along the Transition from Authoritarian Rule,”
Journal of Conflict Resolution, 39(1):110-128, 1995.

2.  “Asymmetric Power Relations and Cooperation in Anarchy,” Southern Economic
Journal, 61(3):602-613, 1995.



1.  “The Discovery of Knowledge and Constitutional Systems: A New Perspective on
the Provision of Public Goods,” Journal of Institutional and Theoretical
Economics, 150(2):401-410, 1994.

BOOK CHAPTERS, CONFERENCE PAPERS, and PROFESSIONAL PUBLICATIONS

19.  “Natural Disasters and Prosperity in Mississippi,” in Promoting Prosperity
in Mississippi, edited by B.N. Cline, R.S. Sobel, and C.R. Williamson,
forthcoming (2018).

18.  “Introduction,” Improving Lives in Alabama: A Vision for Economic Freedom
and Prosperity, Johnson Center for Political Economy, pp. 4-7, 2015.

17.  “Is an Optimal Carbon Tax Relevant,” Regulation, Volume 36, pp.47-48, 2013.

16.  “Climate Consensus: Do Little for Now,” The Freeman, January/February,
pp.27-28, 2013.

15.  “Constitutionally Constrain Government to Unleash Capitalism,” with George
Crowley, in Freedom and Prosperity in Tennessee, edited by J.R. Clark, pp.239-
259, 2012.

14.  “Blown Away: Monetary and Human Impacts of the 2011 Tornadoes,” with Kevin
M. Simmons and Roger A. Pielke, Jr., in Extreme Events and Insurance - 2011 Annus
Horribilis, C. Courbage and W.R. Stahel (eds.), Geneva: Geneva Association,
pp.107-120, 2012.

13.  “Willingness to Pay for the Added Cost of Innovations in Housing,” with
Kevin M. Simmons, in Housing, Housing Costs, and Mortgages, S. Kis and I. Balogh
(eds.), Hauppauge NY: Nova Science Publishers, pp.109-120, 2010.

12.  “The Socio-Economic Impact of Tornadoes,” with Kevin M. Simmons, in The
Economics of Natural and Unnatural Disasters, W. Kern (ed.), Kalamazoo MI: Upjohn
Institute, pp. 103-132, 2010.

11.  “Constitutionally Constrain Government to Unleash Capitalism,” with Andres
Bello, in Unleashing Capitalism: A Prescription for Economic Prosperity in South
Carolina, P. T. Calcagno (ed.), Columbia SC: South Carolina Policy Council, pp.
227-247, 2009.

10.  “False Alarms, Close Calls, and Tornado Warning Verification Records,” with
Kevin M. Simmons, Weather and Society Watch, 3(2), pp.2, 12-13, April 2009. 

9.  “The Groundhog Day Florida Tornadoes: A Case Study of High Vulnerability
Tornadoes,” Quick Response Grant Report #193, Natural Hazards Research Center,
University of Colorado, 2007.

8.  “Reduce, Decentralize and Constitutionally Constrain Government,” with Rex
J. Pjesky, in Unleashing Capitalism, R. Sobel (ed.), Public Policy Foundation of
West Virigina, pp.213-227, 2007.

7.  “The Fujita Scale and Societal Vulnerability to Tornadoes,” Weather and
Society Watch, 1(2), pp.4-5,10, January 2007.

6.  “The Deterrent Effect of the International Criminal Court,” in International
Conflict Resolution (Conference on New Political Economy 23), S. Voigt, M. Albert



and D. Schmidtchen (eds.), pp.9-24, Mohr Siebeck, 2006.

5.  “Mitigation for Natural Hazards and the Housing Market, Proceedings: AREUEA
Mid-Year Meeting, 2006.

4.  “Natural Hazards, Fatality Rates and Societal Vulnerability,” with Nicole
Cornell Sadowski, Economics and Wind, B. T. Ewing and J. B. Kruse (eds.), pp.151-
160, Nova Science Publishing, 2005.

3.  “The Market for Tornado Protection: Market and Policy Responses following the
May 1999 Oklahoma Tornadoes,” with Kevin M. Simmons and William L. Ridley,
Economics and Wind, B. T. Ewing and J. B. Kruse (eds.), pp.105-113, Nova Science
Publishing, 2005.

2.  “Analysis of Tornado Casualties Using the Census Tract Tornado Path Dataset,”
with Kevin M. Simmons, 22nd Local Severe Storms Conference, Preprints, Paper
#3.B.5 (on CD), 2004.

1.  “Tornado Protection: An Analysis of Market and Policy Actions after the May
1999 Tornadoes,” with William L. Ridley and Kevin M. Simmons, 11th International
Conference on Wind Engineering, Preprints, Volume 1, pp.1513-1519, 2003.

PUBLIC POLICY PUBLICATIONS

20.  “Is There a Tradeoff Between Economic Development Incentives and Economic
Freedom?  Evidence from the US States,” with John Dove, December 2017.

19.  “The Political Economy of Medicaid Expansion: Federalism, Interest Groups,
and the ACA,” Mercatus Policy Working Paper, June 2016.

18.  “Matery versus Profit as Motivation for the Entrepreneur: How Crony Policies
Shape Business,” Mercatus Working Paper, August 2015.

17.  “Welfare Block Grants as a Guide for Medicaid Reform,” Mercatus Policy
Paper, March 2013.

16.  “Gauging the Perception of Cronyism in the United States,” with Daniel
Smith, Mercatus Policy Paper, October, 2012.

15.  “The ‘New’ Benefits of Environmental Regulation,” with Scott Beaulier,
American Energy Alliance, 2012.

14.  “Hurricane Damage and Global Warming: How Bad Might It Get, and What Can We
Do About It Today?”  Competitive Enterprise Institute, June 2009.

13.  “Reversing a Rising Tide: Goals for Reforming the Texas Windstorm Insurance
Association” Mercatus on Policy #48, April 2009.

12.  “Optional Federal Chartering of Insurers: Can a Federal Regulator Help
Restore a Market for Coastal Insurance?” Mercatus on Policy #46, April 2009.

11.  Building a Safe Port in the Storm: Private vs. Public Choices in Hurricane
Mitigation, Mercatus Policy Series, Policy Comment #21, July 2008.

10.  Rio Grande Levee Failures and Flooding: The Economic Impact on Hidalgo
County, prepared for Hidalgo County Drainage District #1, March 2008.



9.  “Louisiana,” in Property and Casualty Insurance: A State-by-State Analysis
of Regulatory Burden, Competitive Enterprise Institute and Heartland Institute,
March 2008.

8.  Ensuring Disaster: State Insurance Regulation, Coastal Development, and
Hurricanes, Mercatus Policy Series, Policy Comment #14, September 2007.

7.  “Why Constitutional Constraints on Government are Necessary,” Oklahoma
Council of Public Affairs Perspective, Volume 12, Number 1, January 2005.

6.  “Economic Development,” Oklahoma Policy Blueprint 2004, edited by Brandon
Dutcher, Oklahoma Council of Public Affairs.

5.  “Oklahomans’ Tax Rate Higher Than Russians’,” Oklahoma Council of Public
Affairs Perspective, Volume 9, Number 10, October 2002.

4.  “Government as Developer: Why MAPS for Fish Is a Bad Idea,” Oklahoma Council
of Public Affairs Policy Paper, May 2002.

3.  “Should Government Require Tornado Shelters?” Oklahoma Council of Public
Affairs Perspective, Volume 9, Number 3, March 2002.

2.  “Public Subsidies for Sports Stadiums Don’t Spur Economic Growth,” Oklahoma
Council of Public Affairs Perspective, Volume 7, Number 4, April 2000.

1.  “Don’t Try to Repair Auto Safety Inspections,” Oklahoma Council of Public
Affairs Perspective, Volume 6, Number 8, August 1999.

BOOK REVIEWS

15.  Review of Madmen, Intellectuals, and Academic Scribblers: The Economic
Engine of Political Change, by Wayne Leighton and Edward Lopez, Review of
Austrian Economics, forthcoming.

14.  Review of Collective Preference and Choice, by Shlomo Nitzan, Public Choice,
153(1): 251-252, 2012.

13.  Review of Media, Development and Institutional Change, by Christopher Coyne
and Peter T. Leeson, Public Choice, 148(1) 259-261, 2011.

12.  Review of Doing More With Less, edited by Joshua C. Hall, Journal of School
Choice, 5(3): 353-355, 2011.

11.  Review of Unquenchable: America’s Water Crisis and What to Do About It, by
Robert Glennon, The Independent Review, 14(4):616-619, 2010.

10.  Review of The Weather Channel: The Improbable Rise of a Media Phenomenon,
by Frank Batten with Jeffrey Cruikshank, Weather and Society Watch, 2(4):6-7.
2008.

9.  Review of Anarchy, State and Public Choice, edited by Edward Stringham,
Public Choice, 134:491-493, 2008.

8.  Review of Public Goods, Redistribution and Rent Seeking, by Gordon Tullock,
Public Choice, 130:499-501, 2007.



7.  Review of Game-theoretic Models of the Political Influence of Interest
Groups, by Randolph Sloof, Public Choice, 105:195-197, 2000.

6.  Review of Winners, Losers and Microsoft: Competition and Antitrust in High
Technology by Stan Liebowitz and Stephen Margolis, International Review of
Economics and Finance, 9:417-419, 1999.

5.  Review of Money for Nothing: Politicians, Rent Extraction and Political
Extortion by Fred McChesney, International Review of Economics and Finance,
8:127-129, 1998.

4.  Review of Major League Losers: The Real Cost of Sports and Who’s Paying for
It by Mark S. Rosentraub, Journal of Cultural Economics, 22(1):65-67, 1998. 

3.  Review of The Rebel’s Dilemma by Mark Lichbach, Journal of Economic Behavior
and Organization, 32, pp.155-157, 1997.

2.  Review of Public Policy and the Quality of Life by Randall G. Holcombe,
Public Choice, 91:419-421, 1997.

1.  Review of Choosing the Chief by Roy Pierce, Public Choice, 89:211-214, 1996.

MEDIA

Authored a weekly column on economics and current events since July 2013 (over
300 columns).  The column has run in the Troy Messenger, on Alabama Today,
Yellowhammer News, and the Heartland Institute blog.

Published op-eds in U.S. News, Philadelphia Inquirer, Washington Times, The
American Thinker, Montgomery Advertiser, Fort Worth Star-Telegram, and Mobile
Press-Register.

Host of Econversations, a 30 minute show on economics and public policy on Troy
University’s TrojanVision channel since 2013 (over 150 episodes as host).

PAPER PRESENTATIONS

Professional Meetings: Southern Economics Association, Public Choice Society,
Western Economics Association, Association of Private Enterprise Education,
American Meteorological Society, 23rd Conference on New Political Economy, 11th

International Conference on Wind Engineering, Missouri Valley Economics
Association, Symposium on the Great Plains Tornado Outbreak of 3 May 1999,
Natural Hazards Researchers Workshop, Society for Benefit-Cost Analysis

Invited Seminars: National Severe Storms Laboratory, Institute for Catastrophic
Loss Reduction, George Mason University, Old Dominion University, Naval
Postgraduate School, University of Oklahoma, Binghamton University, University
of Nebraska, University of Queensland, Kansas State University, San Jose State
University, East Carolina University, University of Texas - Pan American, Rhodes
College, West Virginia University, Northern Illinois University, Western Michigan
University, Texas A&M Agricultural Economics, University of Alabama



FELLOWSHIPS AND GRANTS

Scholar in Residence Fellowship, Social Philosophy and Policy Center, Bowling
Green State University, May-August 1996.

Institute for Humane Studies, Project on Social Change Grant, 1997. 

Institute for Humane Studies, Hayek Travel Fund Grant, 2000.

“A Proposal to Match Tornado Tracks with Census Tracts,” Co-PI with Kevin M.
Simmons, Grant, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, 2001-2002,
$7,600.

“Assembling a National Database for Research on Tornado Casualties,” National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, summer 2003,  $2,900.

“An Economic Analysis of Wind Resistant Construction,” Subcontract, National
Institute for Standards and Technology and Texas Tech University, 2003-2004,
$8,000.

“Tornado Warning Lead Times and Tornado Casualties,” co-PI with Kevin M. Simmons,
Grant, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, 2004-2005, $25,300.

“Tornado Shelters and the Real Estate Market,” co-PI with Kevin M. Simmons,
Grant, Institute for Catastrophic Loss Reduction, 2005-2006, $11,900.

“The Performance of Florida’s Building Codes in Hurricane Charley,” Contract,
Institute for Business and Home Safety, 2005, $4,000.

“False Alarms and Tornado Casualties: A Research Proposal,” Co-PI with Kevin M.
Simmons, Grant, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, 2005-2006,
$33,600.

“The Value of Tornado Watches and Warning False Alarms,” co-PI with Kevin M.
Simmons, Grant, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, 2006-2008,
$33,500.

“You Can Run or You Can Hide: Sheltering Decisions in a Tornado,” Co-PI with
Kevin M. Simmons, Quick Response Grant, Natural Hazards Research Center,
University of Colorado and National Science Foundation, 2007, $2,500.

“The Performance of the Florida Building Code in the Hurricanes of 2004-05,” with
Kevin M. Simmons, Contract, Institute for Business and Home Safety, 2007-08,
$12,000.

“The Economic Impact of the Oklahoma Mesonet and OK-First,” co-PI with Renee
McPherson, Grant, Oklahoma Climate Survey, 2006-08.

“Extreme Weather, Health Insurance and Health,” PI; a component project of the
UTPA Health Services Initiative, Grant, Agency for Health Care Research and
Quality, 2007-10, $350,000 (total Initiative total $1.5 million).

“The Economic Impact of Levee Failure Flooding in Hidalgo County, Texas,” PI,
Grant, Hidalgo County Drainage District #1, 2007, $5,800. 

Undergraduate Readings Group Grant, Charles G. Koch Charitable Foundation, 2008-
09, $20,600.



Undergraduate Programs Grant, Charles G. Koch Charitable Foundation, 2009-10,
$20,400.

Undergraduate Programs Grant, Charles G. Koch Charitable Foundation, 2010-11,
$18,300.

Survey of State Policy Network Members, Institute for Humane Studies, 2012-13,
$5,000.

“State Policies, Preferences for Economic Freedom, and Prosperity,” with George
Crowley and John Dove, Free Market Institute at Texas Tech (under a grant from
the Templeton Foundation), 2014-15, $10,000.

COURSES TAUGHT

Undergraduate:  Principles of Micro, Principles of Macro, Intermediate Micro,
Intermediate Macro, International Trade, Environmental Economics, Government &
Business, Public Finance, Energy Economics, Economics Capstone.

Graduate:  Micro Theory I, II, Regulation and Public Utilities, Public Finance
II, Managerial Economics, Market Process Economics, Economic Analysis of Energy
Markets, Government Relations to Business, Contemporary Economic Methods,
Research Methods.

DISSERTATION COMMITTEE SERVICE

Chaired: Jennifer Logan, June 2005, University of Southern Arkansas  
(At OU) Jeremy Oller, June 2006, University of Central Oklahoma

Matrodji Mustafa, co-chair, June 2006
Xiaoyi Mu, co-chair, June 2006, University of Dundee

Member: Mickey Hepner, July 2001, University of Central Oklahoma
(At OU) Rex Pjesky, April 2002, West Texas A&M University

Soon-Cheul Lee, December 2002
Kodrat Wibowo, October 2003, Padhajaran University, Indonesia
Lori Bell, October 2003, Blackburn College
Nicole Cornell Sadowski, May 2005, York College
Shu Lin, November 2005, University of Colorado at Denver

Member: Omar Al-Nasser, May 2009, University of Houston at Victoria
(At UTPA) Pablo Calafiore, August 2010, Texas A&M - San Antonio

Daniel Perez Liston, May 2011, Prairie View A&M
Sidika Gulfem Ozturk, May 2011, St. Thomas University (Houston)

M.A. STUDENTS SUPERVISED (At the University of Oklahoma)
Deborah Kelley (October 2002), Alejandro Daza (Energy Economics, May 2005), Brian
Logan (May 2005), Eric Stephenson, May 2005), Stephen Leyton (December 2005),
Kimberley Klockow (co-supervisor, M.S. in Professional Meteorology, August 2008)

(At Troy) Michael Kastner (May 2017), Rania Al-Bawwab (July 2017), Gordon Miller
(December 2017), Felicia Jones (July 2020), William Pouncey (December 2020),
Robert Zwarich (in progress)

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE



External Tenure Reviewer for Florida Atlantic University.

Referee for National Science Foundation, National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, Employment Policies Institute, Journal of Risk and Uncertainty,
Economic Inquiry, Southern Economic Journal, Public Choice, Journal of Economic
Behavior and Organization, International Journal of Industrial Organization,
Journal of Regulatory Economics, Public Finance Review, The Independent Review,
Journal of Private Enterprise, Quarterly Journal of Austrian Economics,
Contemporary Economic Policy, Constitutional Political Economy, Journal of Sports
Economics, Economics of Governance, American Journal of Economics and Sociology,
Resource and Energy Economics, Journal of Economics and Finance Education,
Construction Management and Economics, Bulletin of Economic Research, Bulletin
of the American Meteorological Society, Monthly Weather Review, Weather and
Forecasting, Weather, Climate and Society, Meteorological Applications, Risk
Analysis, Natural Hazards Review, International Journal of Flood Risk Management,
International Journal of Disaster Risk Reduction, Journal of Theoretical
Politics, Planning and Markets, Studies in Economic Analysis, International
Journal of Geographic Information Science, International Small Business Journal.


